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Fish and Wildlife Service

Availability of a Draft Recovery Plan
for Desert Pupflsh for Review and
Corement

AGENCY: Fish andWildlife Service,
lx~terior.
ACiiO~:Notice of documentavailability
and public commentperiod.

SUMMARY: The U.S.Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service)announcesthe
availability for public review of a draft
recoveryplan for the desert pupfish
(Cyprinodon moculamjs). This fish
occursin QuitobaquitoSprings,
Arizona: Salton Sink,Californsa;El
Doctor, LagunsSalada,andCerroPrieto
in BajaCalifornia.Mexico; andRio
Sonoytain Sonora.Mexico. TheService
sohcitsreview andcomment from the
public on this draft plan.
DATES: Commentson the draft recovery
plan must be receivedon or before
March 30,1993, to receiveconsideration
by theService.

EFFECTTVE DATE: Personswishing to
review thedraft recoveryplanmay
obtain a copy by contactingtheU.S.
Fish andWildlife Service.3616 West
ThomasRd.. suite 8, Phoenix.Arizona
85019.Writtencommentsandmaterials
regardingthe plansshould be addressed
to the Field Si.ipervtwr at the above
address.Commentsandmaterials
receivedareavailableon request~
public inspection,by appointment.
duringnormalbusinesshoursat the
aboveaddress.
FOR FU~HERI~FO~ATIONCONTACT~

SallyStsflsrnd.FishandWildlife
ServiceBicloglst Telephone(61~379-
4720 (seeADORESS~).

BackgreneA
Restoringanendangeredor

threetenedanimalor plant to thepoint
whereit is againa secure,self-
sustainir~memberof its ecosystemis a
primarygoalof theServices
endangeredspeciesprocess.To help
guide therecoveryeffort, theServiceIs
working to prepererecoveryplansfor
most of th. listed speciesnativeto the
United States.Recoveryplansdescribe
actionsconsiderednecessaryfor
conservationof the species, establish
criteria for therecoverylevels for
downlistingor delistingthem,and
estimatetimeandcost for impleinention
the recoverymeasuresneeded.

The EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973
(Act), asamended(16 U.S.C. 1531at
seq.)requires the developmentof
recoveryplansfor listed speciesunless
sucha p tanwould not promote the
conservationof a particularspecies.
Section4(f) of the Act, asamendedIn
1988, requiresthat public notice andan
opportunityfor public review and
commentbe provided during recovery
plan development.The Service will
considerall information presented
during a public commentp6riod prior to
approval of eachnew or revised
RecoveryPlan.The Serviceand other
FederalAgencieswill also takethese
corn.ment.ainto eccountin thecourseof
implementing approved recovery plans.

The desertpupfish is an endangered
specieswhich existsin Quitobequito
Springs, Arizona; Salton Sink,
California; El Doctor, LagunaSalade,
andCerroPrietoin Bsia California.
Mexico; andRio Sonoytain Sonora.
Mexico. Thespecies~urs in spring,
streams,marshes,andshallowmar~ns
of largerlakesandrivers. Habitattoss
and deçncla*ion, competitionand
predationby exoticfishes,andpollution
hav~e1imia~ddesertpupfisk
thruu~houtmost of its historic range
andthreatenits continuedexistence.

Thereurverygoalsareto secwe,
maintainandreplicateall a5ctantnatural
populations.acq~ir.natural habitats,
and to establishreplicatesIn themost
naturalhabitatswithin theprobable
historic range.Fertherobjectives
incindedeterminationof habitatand
biologicalcriteria,acquisitionof hf.
histesyirifesmatlon,developmentand
inaplementatleriof geneticprotocol.
populationmoni~lng.andinformation
anded~on.

Thedesertpup~ihrecovery planhas
alreadyundergonetechnicalreview.
Theplan will be issuedasfinal
following incorporationof comments
andmaterialsreceivedduringthis
ct~Tnmentperiod.

The Servicesolicitswritten comments
on therecoveryplandescribed.Au
commentsreceivedby the date spedifed
abovewill be considered priorto the
approval of theplan.

Authorlty The autherftyfor tls. action~
section4(f) of the EndangeredSpeciesAct,
18 U.S.C.1533(f).

Dated:Januery15, 1993.
LamesA. Youn
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ActiagRegionalDirector.
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